“Bannister is a unique Brownfield opportunity
because it is so large,” Cohen said of the 225-acre
site. The environmental issues are, as he puts it,
the result of “typical mid-century industrial plant
operations.” This is consistent with the heavy
manufacturing that began at Bannister in the
1940s, when the Navy built airplane engines to
support the World War II effort.
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As the principal environmental leader of the
transformation team, Dr. Cohen has spent his
time on the site throughout the years designing
and now implementing a comprehensive
program to clean-up areas of soil and
groundwater, toward the goal of improving the
property so that it can become useful again. To
achieve this goal, Dr. Cohen works closely with
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources
and the United States Environmental Protection
Agency. He and the rest of the project team
participate in weekly project update meetings
with State and Federal regulators, and the
State has personnel on site nearly every day to
observe the progress of work. “Our immediate
goal is to make sure everyone on site is working
in a safe space,” Dr. Cohen said. “And of course,
our long-term goal is to complete the corrective
actions to remedy past environmental conditions
and make the Bannister project a productive
place again. Then we will know that everyone
on this site in the future will be working in a safe
place.”
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Today, over 40 percent of the former Federal
complex has been demolished, including more
than 40 individual buildings. Over 1.5 million
square feet of manufacturing buildings have
been leveled, including significant portions of
the former main manufacturing building. It was
reported in the history of World War II effort
that the former Bannister Federal Complex was
the largest manufacturing facility on earth.

®

2000 East Bannister Road
Kansas City, Missouri 64131

Every three months, this
newsletter informs the
public—our neighbors, of
the progress in transforming
the former Bannister Federal
Complex. Please drop me
an email at jklumb@BTD-LLC.com to give
me your thoughts and how we might better
keep you informed about this important and
exciting project.
			
Jason Klumb

On a recent tour of the Bannister Road
site, David Schauer, Project Manager for
Brandenburg Industrial Services Company,
described finding an old jet engine inside
the former manufacturing building used by
the Pratt and Whitney Company and the
Westinghouse Corporation to manufacture
equipment for the U.S. Navy during World War
II and the Korean War. At its peak, there were
over 20,000 people working at the facility.
The engine must have been used for testing
in the 1940s or 1950s as part of the war effort
and was left near the testing area. The engine
was a reminder that the facility is 75 years old,
and that it symbolizes a legacy of wartime
manufacturing.
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From the Newsletter Editor:

An Update from the Project Site

Throughout the demolition work now
underway, recycling remains a top priority.
Over 50 percent of materials will be recycled,
and much of the material will be reused on the
site itself. This reduces the need to transport
material off-site and to landfills.
Continued

Update from the Project Site

Of particular importance are clean concrete
and scrap steel. As buildings are demolished,
steel and concrete are separated.
The concrete is then processed to remove
rebar and any other metal, which is done with
huge magnets. A crusher reduces the concrete
to useable sized stones. These stones are then
mixed with clay and dirt to fill in depressions
and areas where basements once were.
“This is one of the larger projects the
Brandenburg company has undertaken, and
we are excited to be working on it,” David
commented. We toured the perimeter of the
225-acre site, where buildings once stood,
giving way to the heavy equipment moving
throughout the complex. “This project is
especially interesting because of the size and
scope of the former federal facility, and the
history of the factory that employed tens of
thousands of people in the area,” David said.

“This project is especially interesting because of the size and scope
of the former federal facility, and the history of the factory that
employed tens of thousands of people in the area”.
—David Schauer

BY THE NUMBERS
• Buildings removed: 45
• Square footage removed: 1,740,982
•P
 ercentage of total square footage of
complex removed: 47%
•P
 ieces of industrial equipment on site:

209 including 1 bulldozer, 2 rock crushers,
7 skid-steer loaders, and 15 excavators

• Asbestos removal: 100% complete
• Lead paint removal: 100% complete
•N
 umber of lost work days due to
injuries: Zero

Getting to Know
Industrial equipment is used to remove clean
demolition material for beneficial recycling.

Brandenburg maintains a detailed inventory
of equipment working at the job site, and the
project is being completed by an impressive
inventory of over 200 pieces of industrial
equipment, including over a dozen excavators,
a half-dozen skid-steer loaders, two rock
crushers, and of course a bulldozer. In addition,
over 50 union workers maintain a full-time
schedule working the demolition operations.
“We continue to make good progress and
remain on, or even ahead of schedule,” said
David Schauer. He estimates all buildings will
be leveled before the end of 2019.
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Dr. Harvey Cohen

In 1992, Harvey Cohen received his PhD in
Geological Sciences from Princeton University,
and since that time, he has over 25-years of
experience specializing as a hydrogeologist.
For the last six years, he has been a leader
on the transformation team for the former
Bannister Federal Complex. Dr. Cohen
approaches the Bannister facility as a typical
large-scale brownfield investigation and
remediation project, the kind of thing he
has done most of his career. Brownfields
are former industrial or commercial sites
where redevelopment is possible after legacy
environmental issues are addressed.
Continued on back panel

An excavator loads clean material into a truck for
use as part of the site transformation work. In all,
over 1.3 million cubic yards of clean material will be
imported into the site as part of the plan to develop
the property for a new industrial park.

