TAY LO R G R A B N E R

Ms. Grabner is part of the regulatory
team, having joined DNR shortly after
graduating from college. She is a project
manager in the Environmental Remediation
Program, Federal Facilities
Section. Taylor supports
field activities and
provides document
review and oversight
of demolition
and remediation
activities at the
BTD site.
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Welcome Senator Blunt
For the second time in as many years, US Senator
Roy Blunt visited the Bannister Transformation
& Development (BTD) site. In an interview with
KCUR public radio, Senator Blunt said: “I think it
was a great investment of federal money over a
long period of time, but particularly in the last five
years, federal money that really takes responsibility
on the part of the federal government that would
restore a location to where the community would
hope it would be and I think that’s where we are.”
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US Senator Roy Blunt (R-MO) visited with workers
at the BTD site in May.
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Taylor is on the BTD site regularly. “One of my main
goals is to make sure work is performed in a manner
that is safe to workers, the local community and the
environment surrounding the site,” said Grabner. “I
spend quite a few days each month at this site, so I
feel comfortable that I know the people who work
here and know that they share those goals.” Some of
the site-related activities she participates in include
attending project team meetings, observing and
documenting cleanup activities, ensuring cleanup
projects are carried out according to plan using best
management practices, reviewing documents, and
writing weekly reports to summarize work being
performed.
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In addition to
coordinating with
other department
programs, Grabner
works closely with an
array of organizations,
agencies and entities, including
BTD and their contractors, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency and the National Nuclear Security
Administration to ensure that the cleanup of
contaminated areas of soil and groundwater at the
site follows approved plans. The shared goal is that
the site will be returned to productive industrial use.

The purpose of Senator Blunt’s visit was to check
on progress and get a briefing on next steps. In
the time Senator Blunt spent touring the site, he
viewed demolition work, site cleanup activities,
and met with employees of BTD as well as union
subcontractors.
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Welcome Senator Blunt
Senator Blunt was instrumental
in ensuring funding and oversight
for the former Bannister Federal
Complex redevelopment.
As reported in the Martin City
Telegraph on June 27, the entire
BTD project is “about a year ahead of schedule,
and redevelopment of the western half of the
site . . . is almost two years ahead of schedule.”
The western half of the site is large enough to
accommodate two approximately 450,000 square
foot buildings plus a 230,000 square foot building
as part of a possible industrial park for light
manufacturing, warehousing, and shipping. Plans
have not yet been developed, but a portion of the
site may be ready as early as next year.
Senator Blunt praised the progress of the project
during his visit. “We have fixed the contamination
problem instead of just fencing it off and telling
people not to worry about it,” Senator Blunt said.

BY THE NUMBERS
• Buildings removed: 52
• Square footage removed: 3,537,729

7 skid-steer loaders, 4 track loaders,
2-wheel loaders, and 1 rock crusher

•N
 umber of lost days to injuries: Zero

EPA Regional Administrator Jim Gulliford reads
about the history of the complex from the National
Notable Achievement Award information.

D O N D I C KS

Mr. Dicks is part
of the regulatory
team overseeing
the BTD project from
the Missouri Department
of Natural Resources
(DNR). Don served as
a project manager for
nearly all of his 26-year
career, and retired from
DNR in June 2017, but
returned on a part-time
basis to focus on the Bannister project. “Due
to the importance of redeveloping the facility

The US Environment Protection Agency (EPA)
Regional Administrator Jim Gulliford announced
that the multi-disciplinary team that successfully
concluded the transfer of the former Bannister
Federal Complex was awarded a National Notable
Achievement Award! The award was specifically
for the “outstanding redevelopment potential.”

• Pieces of heavy equipment on site: 181
	
Including 1 bulldozer, 16 excavators,

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES IS IN THE HOUSE
S P OT L I G H T O N

US Environmental Protection Agency
Announces a National Notable
Achievement Award

into a productive and beneficial piece of
property for the Kansas City area, I returned
as a part-time employee to assist in keeping
the project moving,” said Dicks.
When work plans are submitted for the
site under the Missouri Hazardous Waste
Management Facility Part 1 Permit requirements,
it is Don who oversees the review, comments,
and final approval letters. “The project has
been moving very well and running ahead of
schedule,” said Dicks. “Anything found during
demolition that was previously unknown has
been appropriately addressed by BTD as the
permittee.”

The award description re-tells the story of
the Bannister Federal Complex, with its long
and honorable service to our country, and the
national security importance. In 2014, when the
complex was emptying out, it was “in jeopardy
of essentially being vacant, without a plan for
redevelopment, thus contributing to economic
blight in south Kansas City.”
Thanks to the efforts of the Bannister Team, the
property has been transferred and the cleanup
and future redevelopment of the property are well
underway. Members of the team named in the
nomination include: the EPA Region 7, Missouri
Department of Natural Resources, Missouri
Attorney General’s office, the NNSA and General
Services Administration, as well as Bannister
Transformation & Development (BTD).
While work is ongoing, this award is a good
opportunity to reflect on the many individuals
and organizations involved in getting the transfer
completed. Congratulations to all those involved
in this extraordinary project!

